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254 Making Space for Indigenous Feminism

in Canada,” as well as the “institutional
policies and practices implemented in
response [to this violence], including
the identification of practices that have
been effective in reducing violence

If the MyIWG inquiry is to
understand the systemic causes and
critically examine the institutional
practices and policies in response to this

violence, it is imperative to consider
Indigenous feminist perspectives. and increasing safety” (Government of
Canada 2016). The commissioners have

also been directed to make recommendations on “concrete and effective action that
can be taken to remove systemic causes of violence and to increase the safety of
Indigenous women and girls in Canada,” as well as the “ways to honour and com-
memorate the missing and murdered Indigenous women and girls” (Government
of Canada 2016).
~ Inthelead up to thisinquiry, which included public consultation on ts creation
and content, some Indigenous women began organizing and articulating the critical
need for inclusion of Indigenous feminist perspectives in this national inquiry. In
Vancouver, long-time Indigenous feminist activist Fay Blaney (Xwemalhkwu), in
her role as co-chair of the February 14 Memorial March Committee, held a press
conferencing demanding that, in addition to consulting families, the inquiry process
needed to “make room for groups that have worked with vulnerable women for
years and are uniquely well-placed to address [the] sexism, racism, and violence that
shadow so many victims’ lives” (Stueck 2016; see also Blaney and Grey Chapter
13). Blaney was afraid that feminism would be left out of the inquiry: “it needs
to proceed from a feminist perspective ... this is an issue of Indigenous women’s
equality ... 1 didn’t hear this coming from them” (cBC News Online 2016).

If this inquiry is to achieve its goals of understanding the systemic causes of
MMIWG and critically examining the institutional practices and policies in response
to this violence, it is imperative that the commissioners consider Indigenous
feminist perspectives, To demonstrate their importance, I offer an Indigenous
feminist anti-oppression inquiry info MMIWG that draws attention to the Canadian

state’s roles in this violence. As a settler colonial state, Canada has an historical *

and ongoing investment in violence against Indigenous women and girls — and,
indeed, all Indigenous peoples — in order to secure and retain unfettered access
to Indigenous lands. Through its laws, policies and institutions, the Canadian state
has inflicted extreme violence on Indigenous communities in explicitly gendered
and sexualized ways that simultaneously secure patriarchy, white supremacy and
colonial domination. At the same time, it has colonized — attempted to silence and
subvert — the efforts of Indigenous women and their allies to address this violence.

A note on language: throughout this chapter I privilege use of the term
“Indigenous” to refer collectively to First Nation, Inuit and Métis peoples in Canada.
While these groups are commonly referred to as “Aboriginal” by the Canadian
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AN INDIGENOUS FEMINIST

ANTI-OPPRESSION FRAMEWORK

My analysis of the violence of MMIWG begins with an articulation of the particular
Indigenous feminist framework [ employ. As noted in this collection,
not “an homogenous static monolith” (St. Denis 2007: 43) but, instead, “viewed
as multiples: feminisms analyze the diversity of women’s cultural, political, and jn

other ways specific experiences” (Green 2007: 21). Given this multiplicity
nisms, it’s imperative to outline ¢
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This framework recognizes the simultaneous impact of colonialism, racism and
patriarchy on the lives of Indigenous women and girls and their communities, and
advocates dismantling these dominant systems of oppression collectively. The
primary theoretical underpinriing that provides the “guide map” for this critical
projectis borrowed from the writing of critical anti-racist feminist scholar Sherene
Razack (1998, and with Mary Louise Fellows 1998) on “interlocking systems of
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.56 Making Space for Indigenous Feminism

systems are structured by “dominance
through difference” (Pellows and
Razack 1998), employing actual and
perceived differences (physical, cul-
tural, social and so forth) to eject some
groups of people from humanity and,
thus, the fruits, rights and protections of official human citizenship, including the
basic human right to live lives free from violence and exploitation. As Razack and

Fellows (1998: 343) explain:

Dominant systems of oppression
work in interlocking ways to secure an
lite on the backs and bodies of other
human beings that this elite has deemed
less worthy.

The containment of the Otheris amaking ofthe dominant self. To exclude
Others from membership in the human community, that is, to name,
classify, and contain the Other through a number of representational
and material practices, assures the material basis for domination while
enabling the members of the dominant group to define themselves.

In other words, dominant systems of oppression work in interlocking ways to
secure an élite on the backs and bodies of other human beings that this elite has
deemed less worthy: Critically, because these systems operate by marking subordi-
nate groups as different while leaving dominant groups unmarked (as not belonging
to any racial category, for example), this “leaves these processes of domination
obscured, thus intact” (Fellows and Razack 1998: 341).

Efforts to examine and eradicate these dominant systems of oppression, then,
must pay close attention to how they operate in and through one another, and
address them simultaneously. However, in doing this work, it is critical to avoid
what Fellows and Razack (1998) call “the race to innocence.” The danger here
is that we use our oppression in one system to avoid examining our privilege in

another and, thus, our complicity in the oppression of others. Because of the
multiple systems of oppression involved, our lives are simultaneously shaped by
oppression and privilege. Ignoring our privileges not only secures our complicity
in the oppression and violence perpetrated against others, but also, ultimately,
against ourselves: “attemips to change one system while leaving the others intact
leaves in place the structure of domination that is made of interlocking hierarchies”

(Fellows and Razack 1998: 336). Examining our privilege(s), then, isan essential
part of the practices to achieve freedom for any of us. In the words of the Aboriginal
Womer's Action Network (awAN), an Indigenous feminist women's group based
in Vancouver, this requires “a collective definition of freedom” recognizing that
“your freedom is tied to ours and ours to yours” (2011).

Interlocking systems of oppression are dependent on violencefor their success,
and in a later section I will detail how this has worked in the case of Indigerious
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up nearly five hundred women, reported missing in the previous three
years, who matched the general criteria of the age and background of the
Saskatoon victims. Officials later disputed that number, but the number
itself was almost irrelevant. Whether it was one hundred or five hundred, it
was clear that something like an epidemic was raging virtually unchecked
in western Canada. Whether by accident or design, choice or foul play, the
whereabouts of an enormous number of aboriginal women were officially
unknown. (2001: 33, emphasis added)

For families and communities, the death of one Indigenous woman or girl is too
much, let alone the thousands suggested by these estimates. An “accurate” count
is unnecessary: far too many Indigenous women and girls have gone missing or
been murdered over the last few decades.

At the same time, the research surrounding these numbers provides some
invaluable insights into this violence. For example, analysis of NWAC’s s1s database
revealed that over two-thirds of their cases occurred in the western provinces of
British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba. Seventy percent of cases
occurred in urban areas; however, Nwac (2010: 27) urged caution in acting on
this finding:

While it is clear that the issue of missing women and girls is overwhelm-
ingly an urban issue, the high rates of mobility of Aboriginal peoples, and
particularly Aboriginal women and families, creates a different dynamic
for cases of missing and murdered Aboriginal women and girls than
would be experienced in the non-Aboriginal urban population. What
this means is that even when cases may be linked to an urban area, there
are often other circumstances impacting women and families, such as
temporary or semi-permanent residence in a city and having close ties to
ahome community that is also impacted by the disappearance or death
of a woman or girl. Cases on reserve and in rural areas, however, must
also receive equal attention to identify appropriate recommendations for
justice intervention. This issue is reiterated by family members who have
expressed frustration over the fact that rural cases do not seem to getas
much attention as those in urban areas, a situation one family member
described as racism-plus, :

More than half of their cases involved females under age 31, and many of the
women were mothers, “Knowing the number of women who were mothers;” the
organization contends, “speaks to the intergenerational impact of women who
have gone missing or been found murdered, and the need to provide supports and
services to the children left behind” (wwac 2010: 24). This analysis also found that
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violence (Bopp et al. 2009; Brennan 2011). One study suggests that 75 percent
of Indigenous females under the age of 18 have exp erienced some form of sexual
assault (Bopp et al. 2003: 27). We also know that Indigenous women and girls
are aggressively targeted for sexual exploitation and human trafficking, and make
up anywhere from 50-80 percent of the violent street-based survival sex trade in
major Canadian cities (Sethi 2007; NWAC 2014). The high prevalence of violence
in the lives of Indigenous women and girls has resulted in its “normalization” as a
brutal fact of life (Shaw 2013: 11, 21; Kuokannen 2014).

STATE OF PERPETUAL VIOLENCE

How did we get to the point where violence against Indigenous women and girls
is 2 “normal” part of life? As Indigenous women have been telling the Canadian
state for decades through their participationin state-sponsored anti-violence initia-
tives, including previous investigatory commissions such as the Canadian Panelon
Violence Against Women (1991-1993) and the Royal Commission on Aboriginal
Peoples (199 1-1996), the extreme forms of violence Indigenous women and girls
experience in contemporary Canadian society are a direct consequence of settler

colonial domination (Bourgeois 2014).

Understanding the connection between the two requires critical interro gation
of the Canadian state. Canadais a settler colonial nation built on the historic and
ongoing domination of Indigenous peoples and the occupation and exploitation of
stolen Indigenous lands (Green 2014; Coulthard 2014). This colonial project suc-
ceeds through racist and sexist ideologies that portray Indigenous people asinferior,

deviant and inherently dysfunctional. The effects of colonialism are gendered,
and the colonial gaze hasa gender-specific derogatory and essentialized frame for
Indigenous women. A powerful component of this ideology has been the myth
of the “squaw”: the dominantly held belief in the inherent sexual availability and,
thus, violability of Indigenous women and girls (Acoose 1995; Smith 2005). This
jdeological dehumanization of Indigenous females justifies both settler domination
over Indigenous peoples and lands and violence perpetrated against Indigenous
women and girls. Indeed, within this system, violence against Indigenous women
and girls is the most efficient means to securing and maintaining the colonial order
of things in settler society. The focused destruction of Indigenous women and girls
plays a fundamental role in colonial
domindtion: “In order to colonize 2
people whose society was not hierarch-
ical” argues Andrea Smith (2005: 23),
“colonizers must first naturalize hier-
archy through instituting patriarchy”

Indigenous women have been telling
the Canadian state for decades that
violence Indigenous women and girls
experienceis a direct consequence of
settler colonial domination.
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The Indian Act imposed
patrilineality and patriarchary on maty
previously matrilineal and matriarchal
societies.

Indian Act has eliminated millions of
“official” Indians for whom the federal
government would carry responsibil-
ity through treaty obligations, with
the effect of forcibly removing untold

numbers of women and children from their nations and communities (an act of
human trafficking, as Thave argued elsewhere (Bourgeois 2015)). While BillC-31
eliminated the controversial marry-out clause (a woman lost her status under the
Indian Act if she married a man without status; however, a man who did the same
not only retained his status, but status under the Act was also extended to his wife

and children) in 1985, sex discriminatory

lineage and membership components

continue to target Indigenous women and children (Cannon 2011, 2014); and
Indigenoﬁs women reinstated under Bill C-31 have experienced challenges and
resistance to returning to their home communities (Dick 2006). By excluding
Indigenous women from status under the Indian Act, these sex discriminatory
provisions, as Mary Eberts argues, promote family fragmentation and community
‘exile that eliminate critical sources of support and heightens the vulnerability of
Indigenous women and children (2014: 152-153). _

The Indian Act has contributed to the oppression of Indigenous women and
girls in other ways. By imposing democratically elected band council governance
on reserve communities, the Indian Act undermined and eliminated many of our
traditional matriarchal forms ofleadership and governance (Anderson 2000,2009).
To strengthen this blow, Indian women were prohibited from participating inthese
elections or serving on these band councils between 1876 and 1951. The effect was
the patriarchal ordering of Indian governance and leadership across Canada, with
the interests, perspectives and needs of Indian men foregrounded in the govern-

ance of our communities (Anderson 2009

). While this exclusion was repealed, its

legacy continues to be felt through underrepresentation of Indian women within
band and national (Assembly of First Nations) Indian governance (although
their numbers are increasing) (Anderson 2009: 100). This legacy is also felt in
the underfunding of Indigenous women’s leadership and governance — exempli-
fied by the four-decades-long battle of NWAC to secure equal access to funding

fl;excluding Indigenous women w
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. prormotes family fragmentation and
community exile that eliminate critical
sources of support and heightens the

tdﬁerability of Indigenous women and

 children. W

and political fora as other national
Indigenous organizations including
the Assembly of First Nations (aEN)
(representing the interests of status
Indians in Canada) and the Congress of
Aboriginal Peoples (cap) (representing
the interests of Métis and non-status
Indigenous peoples) (Anderson 2009;
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Canadian child welfare systems have taken over the apprehension and removal
of Indigenous children from their families and communities, with statistics sug-
gesting there are currently more Indigenous children in the custody of the state
than at the height of the Indian residential school system (Trocmé, Knoke and

Blackstock2004). Since the 1960s, child welfare institutions have forcibly removed

Indigenous children from their families and secured their fostering or adoption with
primarily non-Indigenous families. Advocates and researchers have revealed high
rates of physical and sexual violence, psychological distress and death experienced
by Indigenous children in the Canadian child welfare system. Indeed, many of the
murdered and missing women had involvement with this system, and some, like
15-year-old Tina Fontaine, murdered in Winnipeg during the summer of 2014,
were involved with this system at the time of their deaths or disappearancés. As
with residential schools, NWAC's s1s research identified involvement with the child
welfare system as an underlying factor contributing to the violence experienced
by MMIwG (NWAC 2010).

As I have argued elsewhere (Bourgeois 2015), the forced removals and con-
finements of Indigenous children by both the Indian residential school and child
welfare systems, along with forced relocations of entire Indigenous communities
from their land bases and forced relocations required for Indigenous peoples to
access basic health services, constitute historical and ongoing Canadian. state
engagement in the crime of human trafficking. According to existing Canadian
legislation, human trafficking involves the use of deception, coercion, manipulation
and violence to exploit the bodies and labour of others for profit and personal gain;
and Canada is the only country to legally demand that trafficking victims prove
that they feared for their safety if they failed to comply with the demands of their
trafficker (Perrin 2010).

 Bach of the relocations outlined above have involved explicit deception, coer-
cion and manipulation on the part of the Canadian state to exploit (primarily
through forced movements and confinements) the bodies of Indigenous peoples
for the specific purpose of advancing its settler colonial project of domination over
Indigenous peoples and, by extension, Indigenous lands and resources. For exam-
ple, the confinement of “Indians” to “Indian reserves” was critical to the colonial
project because it secured unfettered

(" Forced removals and confinements of \

access and control of Indigenous

Indigenous children by Indian residential
schools and child welfare, along with

forced relocations of Indigenous
communities, constitute historical and
ongoing Canadian state engagement in

\human trafficking.

lands and resources and, thus, a land
base for the Canadian state. As is well
documented, this was achieved through
fraudulent, coercive and broken treaties
with Indigenous nations and communi-
ties, along with violence (Harris 2002;
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fuslivein a Perpetual

THE INJUSTICE SYSTEM

The Canadian legal system (laws, courts and police) hasalo
.Pm tect Indigenous women and girls from violence, while simultaneously exonerat
mg' p?tpetrators and erasing this violence —_ thanks largely to the sexualized and-
racialized discourses of inferior and degenerate Indigenous fem.ininity (Razack

i Eberts 2014). Instead of Pprotecting them, the legal system
who encounter it, exhibited by very
11; Comack 2014),

ed, in turn, by the

high numbers of Indigenouswomen and girls who, whether by choice, need or force,
)

nies, such as the potlatch, and implementatio
part, by concerns about the immorality posed
Moreover, an amendment to the Indian Actin

continue to criminalize Indigenous women involved in prostitution,

. Jj&t thfe same time, Canadas (in)justice System has long used prostitution as
justification for minimizing the violence per;
andgirls and for eXonerating perpetrators, Erickson’s (2011) study of Prairie courts

: petpetrators often employed the
Stereotype of Indigenous sexual Promiscuity; including accusations of prostitution,

to their Iggal advantage. In her analysis of the trial surrounding the 1995 murder

i Teover, as the settler
. Ough rampant violepce against Indj
women and girls and, indeed, all Indigenous peoples, many o i
state of fear in Canadian society,
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of Pamela George (a Saulteaux woman
originally from the Sakimay First
Nation) in Regina, Razack (2002) dem-
onstrates how, one hundred years later,
prostitution continues to over-define
Indigenous femininity, with the effect of minimizing the violence of perpetrators
 through separation from the Canadian colonial project requiring violence against
Indigenous women and girls. Razack uses similar analysis on the murder of 36-year-
old Cindy Gladue (Cree) in Edmonton in 2011, demonstrating the central role
that prostitution played in making both the murder and the courts’ response to it
a form of colonial terror and extraordinary violence (Razack 2016).

Prostitution is also at the root of Canadian state inaction in response to vio-
lence against Indigenous women and girls, perhaps best exemplified in the case of
Vancouver's missing women. Between the late 1970s and early 2000s, at least sixty-
eight women disappeared and/or were murdered from, Vancouver’s Downtown
Eastside (DTES) community. While most commonly portrayed in mainstream media
as a community of abject poverty, addiction, criminality and prostitution (Culhane
2009; Hugill 2010), the pTES is also a caring community whose members, along with
families and friends of the missing and murdered women, recognized this pattern
of violence and sought police and governmental responses. However, the actual or
perceived involvement of these women in prostitution resulted in police inaction,
The final report of the British Columbia Missing Women Commission of Inquiry
surrounding these cases points to the criminalization of prostitution under Canadas
criminal code as producing an adversarial relationship between police and women
in the pTES, which contributed to the delay in catching serial killer Robert Pickton,
who was preying on this community (Oppal 2012)). We also know from this report
that police officers and administrative staff made disparaging remarks and refused
to take action because of the real or perceived involvement of the missing women in
prostitution. Indeed, Lori Shenher (2015: 103), formerlead detective assigned to the
missing women investigation, notes in her recent book that police colleagues “avoided
Project Amelia (the name [given to the] preliminary investigation of these cases)
Jike the plague, uninterested in searching for a bunch of missing ‘whores , as several
referred to them” Moreover, her investigation was chronically under-resourced:

Prostitution has long provided
justification for minimizing violence
against Indigenous women and girls and
has been used to exonerate perpetrators.

1 compared Project Ameliawith the Home Invasion Task Force (occurring
at around the same time) which represented awho’s who of investigative
talent in the veD [Vancouver Police Department]; there wasn't aweaklink
among the ten detectives assigned at the height of that case. Apparently
victimized homeowners warranted the big guns — missing drug-addicted
sexworkers did not. (Shenher 2015: 182).
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of Indigenoug Women, theijr Organizations, Communities and affjes, For
Vancouver, undey the leadership of Indigen

y Ouswomen (man fwh .
and friends of mMissing or murdered wom (many of Omare family

en), the prgg community h

cities (includingEdmonton, Winnipeg,
aswell ag many rural and Ind;
i ) genous com-
mMmunities. Notably, with the arrival of the Winter Olympics in 2010, organizers
attempted to displace this event from its usual date (February 14) and location to
accommodate the games. Organizers and Participants resisted and instead secured

Wy NWAChas played 5 critical role in secyy-
Ing Canadian state Tesponse to the issye of MMIWG. Founded in 1974, Nwac is 2

e interests of Indigenous Wwomen in Canada,

Birthed from the need to address sexism in the Indjan Act, NWAC hag expanded

. : political jssyes impacting their constituents
including a]] aspects of violence against Indigenouys women and girls, In additior:

“to their work op MMIWG, the organization has addressed family violence, sexual
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NwAC’s efforts to obtain 2 Canadian state response t0 violence against
Indigenous women officially began in 2002, when it raised the issue in a report
to a United Nations special rapporteur jnvestigating human rights violations in
Canada. In 2004, NWAC collaborated with Amnesty International Canada on
the report Stolen Sisters: A Human Rights Response to Discrimination and Violence
Against Indigenous Women in Canada, condemning Canada for failing to protect
Indigenous women and girls from yiolence. Building on the attention created by
that report, NWAC pursued the federal government for funding, and aftermore than
ayearanda concerted media campaign, succeeded in securing 2 commitment of
five million dollars over five years (2005-20 10) for the s18 initiative. In addition
to conducting research, NWAC developed educational content and programming,
including resources aimed at educating Indigenous women and gitls about safety;
assisting families and friends of MMIwG; and informing the state and the broader
Canadian and global societies about the issue. They advised the Canadian state on
how best to respond to this violence, and deployed an aggressive media campaign
to raise awareness of the issue and demand further action on the part of the state.

However, the arrival of the Harpet Conservative regime in 2006 contributed to
the colonization of these efforts. NWACwas placed under state surveillance through
increasing demands for more thorough accounting of the work of s1s: when I met
with s1s director Kate Rexe in 2009, she shared with me the initiative’s most recent
annual report to the government, encompassing several large binders.While NWAC
had pursued a second round of funding to continue its work well in advance of the
conclusion of the original agreement, it wasn't secured until well after the initial
funding agreement had terminated.

When ILinterviewed Rexein 2012 as part of my do ctoral research, she indicated
that this process had been plagued by delays by the state’s repeated replacement
of their central contact within the Status of Women, resulting in multiple restarts
to the whole negotiation process. Moreover, in a recent interview, Rexe reported,
“every time NWAC submitted funding proposals to Status of Women any reference
to Sisters in Spirit was scratched out or came with a clear message — that program
no longer existed once the funding ran out. The name couldn’'t even be used”
(Aboriginal Peoples Television Network 2015).

After this protracted and hostile back and forth, which lead to Rexe resigning
from her position, NWAC secured a second commitment of funding from the
Government of Canada at the drastically reduced rate of $1.89 million over three

- years. The organization was prohibited from referring to its work on MMIWG as
“Gisters in Spirit,” referring to it instead by the title “From Evidence to Action”’
Theywerealso officially prohibited from continuing their sesearch on the database
of cases of MMIWG, although it has recently been suggested this work continued
in secret (Aboriginal Peoples Television Network 2015). NWAC was permitted to
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cogtmuz holding its annual syg vigils (October 4), facilitate knowledge exchanges
an, ticon lu;t c?mmumty engagement workshops. NWAC wag also permitted to
continue lobbying work, whict, ithas done vehemently to ensure that the perspec-

Action, Change and Evaluation).!
For the duration of hig entire nine-year tenyre g Prime Minister of Canada
Stephen Harper refused to consider holding a national public inquiryinto MMIWG,
As Indigenous women and girls were disappearing and dying in the hundreds.
across this country, Harper turned a deaf ear while he and his government calcy-
Ia{tesllysabotaged Indigenous women’s efforts to address this violence, Advancin,
his “tough on crime” political agenda, Harper funnelled millions into policin 3
f'nc]uding funding the reymp Operational overview and creating a national mjssg-’
Ing persons centre, As critics haye pointed out, this amounts to investment in the

CONCLUSION

II‘l this new era of truth and reconciliation under Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s
Liberal regime, Indigenous peoplesare increasingly being invited to Participate in
state-sponsored efforts, such as the national inquiry into MMIWG, to address oyr

investment in our oppression and elimination,

Fo.r this inquiry to make meaningful change in the lives of Indigenous women
and gu"ls, several things need to happen. First, as the experts of our own lives, the
commissioners need to privilege the perspectives of Indigenous women and girls
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in all aspects of their work and provide adequate funding, support and opportu-
nities so that as many Indigenous women and girls as possible can contribute to
this process. This is not intended as a statement of exclusion of the participation
and perspectives of others, but instead to ensure that Indigenous women and girls
play a central role in the discussions and decision-making surrounding theirlives.
Second, it will require the commission take a hard look at the Canadian state’s role
in the violence of MMIWG and make recommendations that move towards address-
ing state complicity, sp ecifically through dismantling settler colonial domination
in Canada. Finally, it will require a humble but courageous Canadian state that
acknowledges its violence and takes immediate and meaningful steps to address
and eliminate it. No doubt, this will require a radical revisioning and restricting
of the Canadian nation and state that eliminates settler colonial domination (and,
indeed, all forms of oppression) — however, it's the only way to end the rampant
violence inflicted on Indigenous women and gitls.

Note ;
1. See <https://nwac.ca/ policy-areas/violence-prevention—and—safety/ project-peace/>).

References ‘

Aboriginal Peoples Television Network. 2015. Stephen Harper’s Longest War: Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Women. <aptn.ca/news /2015/09/09/stephen-harpers-longest-war-
missing-and-murdered-Indigenous-women. />

Acoose, Janjce. 1995. Iskwewak — Kah’Ki Yaw Ni Wahkomakanak: Neither Indian Princesses
Nor Easy Squaws. Toronto: ‘Women'’s Press.

Alfred, Gerald Taiaiake. 2009. “Colonialiém and State Dependency.” Journal of Aboriginal
Health. <naho.ca/jah/english/jah05_02/V. s _12_Colonialism_02.pdf>.

Amnesty International. 2002. Stolen Sisters: A Human Rights Response to Discrimination
and Violence against Indigenous Women in Canada. <amnesty.ca/sites/amnesty/files/
amr200032004enstolensisters.pdf>.

Anderson, Kim. 2000. A Recognition of Being — Reconstructing Native Womanhood. Toronto,
ON: Sumach Press.

. 2009. “Leading by Action: Female Chiefs and the Political Landscape” In G.G.
Valaskakis, M.D. Stout and E. Guimond (eds.), Restoring the Balance: First Nations
Women, Community and Culture. Winnipeg, MB: University of Manitoba Press.

Bopp, Michael, Judie Bopp, and Phil Lane Jr. 2003. Aboriginal Domestic Violence in Canada:
Ottawa: The Aboriginal Healing Foundation., <ahfca/downloads/ domestic-violence.
pdf>.

Bourgeois, Robyn. 2014. “Warrior Women: Indigenous Women's Anti-Violence Engagement
with the Canadian State” Unpublished doctoral thesis. Toronto: University of Toronto.

2015, “Colonial Exploitation: The Canadian State and the Trafficking of Indigenous

Women and Girls in Canada” ucLA Law Review, 62: 1426-1463.
Brennan, Shannon. 2011. Violent Victimization of Aboriginal Women in the Canadian Provinces,




nism

tate funding, support and opportu-
Lgitls as possible can contribute to
at of exclusion of the Participation
e that Indigenous women and girls
on-making surrounding their lives,
wdlook at the Canadjan state’srole
lations that move towards address-
atling settler colonial domination
t courageous Canadian state that
and meaningfy] steps to address
adical revisioning and restricting
settler colonial domination (and,
the only way to end the rampant

s

1tion-and-safety/, Project-peace/> ).

Harper’s Longest Way: Missing and
1/09/. stephen-hmpers—longest-war—

“akanak: Neither Indian Princesses

ependency.” Journal of Aboriginal
lonialism_02.pdfs,

ights Response to Discrimination
mnesty.ca/sites/ amnesty/files/

ing Native Womanhood, Toronto,

* Political Landscape” In G.G,
wing the Balance: Fipst Nations
ity of Manitoba Press,

al Domestic Violence in Canada:
{ownloads/domestic-violence.

an’s Anti-Violence Engagement
dronto: University of Toronto.
the Trafficking of Indigenous
6-1463,

meninthe Canadian Provinces,

Perpetual State of Vfolence 271

2009. Ottawa; Juristat, <statcan,gc, -
e an.gc.ca/pub/gs 002-x/2031 1001/ article/ 1439«eng,

Cannon, Martin . 2017, "Revisx'ting Historjes of Legal Assimilation,

+2014. “Race Matters: Sexism, Indigenoyg Soveteignty, and Mcyo,-”
of Women and Lay, 26, 1: 23-50,

s ~ <cbc.ca/ney,
pohncs/full-text-of—peter-mansbridge-s—interview-witb-stephen~harper—1.2876934;/

Winnipeg. Fernwood Publishing, -
Coulthard, Glep Sean. 2014, Rey Skin, White Masks: Rejecting the Colonial Pofigi of

Recognitiop, Minneapolis apg London; University of Minnesota Press,
Culhane, Dara, 2009, “Their Spirits L

- Population of Prey”In . Green
ous Human Rights, Hah’fax&Winnipeg- Fernwood Py hi
Erickson, L.2011, WestwardBound- Sex, Violence thel . i
: Sex, aw, and th i j
Vmcouver’ Sl , e Making ofa SettIerSnctety.
Fellows, MaryLouise, and She

Goulding, Warren, 2001, Just Another Indian; A Serial K,
: ; al Kill S
Calry o o ter and Canady’ Indifference,
overnment of Canad,, 2008, Aboriginal Womer, and Family Violence, <onwa.ca/upload/
documents// aboriginal-women-and-ﬁmﬂy-violence.pdf>. ’
—+2016. Terms of Reference for the Nationg] Inquiry into Missing and

. " InJ, Green (ed.), Making Space for
8€nous Feminism, Black Point & Winnipeg; Fernwood Publiship :
—-2014. “From Colonialism to Reconciliation Through Human Rights”InJ. Green (ed.),
Indivisible; Indigenous Humay Rights. Halifax ang Winnipeg: Fernwoog Publishing,
Harris, R, Cole, 2002.MakingNative Space: Colonialism, Resistance, and Reseryes in Canada,




272 Making Space for Indigenous Feminism

Vancouver: UBC Press:

Hugill, David. 2010. Missing Women, Missing News: Covering the Crisis in Vancouver’s
Downtown Eastside. Halifax and Winnipeg: Fernwood Publishing.

Hylton, J. 2002. “The Justice System and Canada’s Aboriginal Peoples: The Persistance
of Racial Discrimination.” In W. Chan and K. Mirchandani (eds.), Crimes of Colour:
Racialization and the Criminal Justice System in Canada. Peterborough, ON: Broadview
Press.

Kuoldkanen, Rauna. 2014. “Gendered Violence and Politics in Community” International
Feminist Journal of Politics, 17,2:271-288.

LaRocque, Emma. 1994. Violence in Aboriginal Communities. Ottawa: Clearinghouse on
Family Violence.

Mann, B.A. 2000. Iroquoian Womer: The Gantowisas. New York: Peter Lang.

Marks, Don, 2014, “What's in a name: Indian, Native, Aboriginal, or Indigenous?" CBC
News Online. <cbc.ca/news /canada/ manitoba/what—s-in-a—name-indian—native-
aboriginal—or—lndigenous-1.27 84518>. .

Moore, Holly,and Martha Trojan. 20 16.“Nofoul play’ foundin deaths of dozens of Indigenous
women, but questions remain” cBc News Online. <chc.ca/news/canada/ manitoba/
unresolved-cases-of—missing—and-murdered—Indigenous-women—1.3651516>.

nwac (Native Women's Association of Canada). 2009. Voices of Our Sisters in Spirit: AReport
to Families and Communities, second edition. <nwac.ca/wp-content/ uploads/2015 /0s/
NWAC_Voices-of—Our-Sisters—ln-Spirit_Znd-Edition_March—2009.pdf>.

. 2010. What Their Stories Tell Us: Research Findings from the Sisters in Spirit
Initiative. Ottawa: Native Women's Association of Canada. <nwac.ca/wp-content/
uploads/2015/07 /20 10-What-'Iheir—Stories-Tell-Us-Research—Findings—SIS-Initiative.
pdf>.

2014 Sexual Exploitation and ’I'ra_ﬁickingofAboriginal Women and Girls: Literature Review
and Key Informants — Final Report. <nwac.ca/wp-content/uploads/ 2015/05/2014_
NWAC_Human__Trafﬁcking_and__Sexual__Exploitation_Report.pdf>. .

Oppal, W. 2012. Forsaken: The Report of the Missing Women Commission of Inquiry, Volume
I. Victoria, BC: Province of British Columbia. .

Perrin, Benjamin. Invisible Chains: Canada’s Underground World of Hurnan Trafficking.
Toronto: Viking Canada. :

Razack, Sherene H. 1998. Looking White People in the Eye: Gender, Race, and Culture in
Courtrooms and Classrooms. Toronto: University of Toronto Press. ‘

2016 “Gendering Disposability”’ Canadian Journal of Women and the Law, 29, 2:
285-307. :

Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 2014 Missing and Murdered Aboriginal Women: A National
Operational Overview. Ottawa: Government of Canada, <rcmp-grc.gc.ca/wam/
media/460/original/ 0cbd8968a04-9aa0b44d343e76b4a9478.pdf>.

Sethi, Anupriya. 2007. “Domestic Sex Trafficking of Aboriginal Girlsin Canada: Issues and
Implications.” First People Child & Family Review, 3, 3.

Shaw, Candice. 2013. The Contours of Family Violence in Indigenous Communities: The
Prevalence and Effectiveness of Initiatives Implemented to Address Indigenous Family-Based
Violence. Montreal: Institute for the Study of International Development, McGill
University. <mcgill.ca/isid/files /isid/pb_20 13_02_shawpdf>.




s Feminism

wstng Netws: Covering the Crisis in Vancouver’s
peg: Fernwood Publishing,

Canada’s Aboriginal Peoples: The Persistance
and K. Mirchandanj (eds.), Crimes of Colour:
stem in Canada, Peterborough, ON: Broadview

onquiest: Sexual Violence and Amer; ?
MA: South Eng Press, e ndia
St. Denjs, Verna, 2007, “Feminj
Diversity” 1n J. Green (ed.

Winnipeg; Fernwood pypj;
Stueck, Wendy. 2016,

Advocates Say”
inquiry-into-missi ered-wo - - i
article28140337s, ' renmeeds funding:
_Trocm, N, D. Knoke, and ¢
of Aborigina] Children j
December); 577-600.

" Genocide, Cambridg

€
sm Is for Everybody: Aborigina] Women
) Making sp '

ace for Indigenoys Feminjsp,
shing,
“Inquiry intf) Missing and Murdereq Women Needs Fundip
; <theglobeandmaﬂ.com/news/british-columbiag/)
advocates-say/

Feminism, ang

Black Point &
:nce and Politics in Community” Inernationg]

38.

‘inal Communities, Ottawa Clearinghouse on

ntowisas, New York: Peter Lang,
ian, Native, Aboriginal, or Indigenous?” cac

nanitoba/what-s-in-a-name-indian-native-

’ Truthand Reconciliation Commission, 39 i
s . . 1S. Honouyip, the Truth R
ulplay’foundin deaths ofdozens ofIndigenous Sutmmary of the Fingl Reportof the Truth andReconcii’ st go ’; mt:oncxlzngﬁ?r the Future
s Online. <cbc.ca/news/ canada/manitoba/ ca/websites /¢y cinstitution /indey Phpip=390s sion of Canadg, <r
ed-Indigenous-women-1 3651516>. Williams, Bernie, and Glad p )

ys Radek, 2010 i » .
). 2009, Voices of Our Sistersin Spirit: A Report default/fles /agsets fiother fre/ o Walk4Justice Summary, 2010 <unbc.ca/sites/
L <nwac.ca/wp-content/uploads/ZOl5/ 0s/

2nd-Edition_March-2009.pdf>.

isearch Findings from the Sisters in Spirit
siation of Canada, <nwac.ca/wp-content/
3s-Tell—Us-Research~Findings-SIS—Inih‘ative.

usﬁce_summaryZOIO.

Wboriginal Women and Girls: Literature Review
’wp-content/uploads/ZOl5/05/2014_

_ 4ploitation_Report.pdf>.

sing Women Commission of Inquiry, Volume

ia. .

Tnderground World of Human Trafficking,

¢ in the Eye: Gender, Race, and_CuIture in

sity of Toronto Press.

 Journal of Wormen and the Law, 29, 2.

d Murdered Aboriginal Wormen; A National
nt of Canada, <remp-gre.gc.ca/wam/
343e76b4a9478 pdfs,

>fAboriginal Girls in Canada: Issues and
ew, 3,3,

lolence in Indigenous Communities: The

ented to Address Indigenous Family-Based

f International Development, McGill

3_02_shawpdf>,




