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THE STORY OF A NATIONAL CRIME.

BEING A

Record of the Health Conditions of the Indians
of Canada from 1904 to 1921
—BY—
DR. P. H. BRYCE, M. A., M. D.
Ci!ief M::dlcal ‘Officer of thke indian Department.

1. By Order in Couneil dated Jan. 22nd, 1904, the writer was
appointed Medical Inspector to the Deparbment of the Interior
and of Indian Affairs, and was entrosted with the health interests
of the Indians of Canada. The Order in Council recites : —

s phe undersigned has the honour to report that there is urgent
necessity for the sppointment of a medical inspestor to represent the
Department of the Interior and Department of Tndian Affajrs. The un-
dersigned believes that the qualifications for the pusition sbove men-
tjoned are possessed in an eminent degree by Mr. Pater Henderson
Bryee, AL D., al present and for & number of yenrs past Secretary {for the
Provineinl Ronrd of Health of Ontatio, and who has had large €5
periénee in connection with the public health of the province.”

(Signed) . CLIFFORD. SIFTON,

Minister of the Interior snd
Superintendent Genera) of Indian Affairs.

For the first months after the wriler's appointment he was
mueh engaged in organizing the medical inspection of immigrants
at the zea ports ; bul he early began the systematic collestion of
henlih siatistics of the several hundred Indian Bands scattered
over Canada. Tor cach year up to 1914 he wrote an annusal re-
port on the health of the Indians, published in the Departmental
teport, and on instruetions from the minister made in 1807 a
special ingpection of thirty-five Indian schools in the three prairie
provinees. This report was published separately ; but the recom-
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mendations contained in the report were never published and the
public mows nothing of them. I econtainod a. brief history of
the origin of the Indian Schools, of the sanitary condiiion of the
g8chools and statistics of thie health of the pupils, during the 15
years of their existence, Regarding the heallh of the pupils, the
report states that 24 per cent. of all the pupils which hag beem in
the gchoolg were known to be dead, while of one school on the
File Hillg regerve, which gnve a complete rvetnrm to date, 75 per
cent. were dead at the end of the 18 years since the schao] opened,

Briefly the re%mmendations wged, (1) Greater  gchool
facilities, since only 30 per cent. of the children of school age
Recommen. - Were in affendanee ; (2) That boarding schonls with
CommEOr o rms attached be established near Lo liome regérves of
POTLINL ihe pupils: (3) That the government undertake the
complete méintenm)ce and conirol of ihe schools, since it had
promised by treaty to insure such ; and Turther it Was recom-
mended that as the T fdians Erow in wealth and intelligence ‘tHay
should pay at least pari of the cost from their own fands ; (4)
That the #chool studies be those of the carricula of the severa]
Provinces in which the schools are situated, sinee it was assnmed

! that as the bands would Soon become enfranchised and become
citizens of the Province they would enter into the common life
and duties of a Canadian community ; (5) That in view of the
historical and sentimental relations bebween the Indian schoolg
and the Glxris§iaxl churches the report recommended that the De-

-

Board of Trustees, orie appointed from each chureh and approved
hy the minister of the Department. Such n hoard would have its
secratary in the Department but wonld hold regnlar meetings,
establish qualifications for teachers, and oversee tha sppointmenis
as well a8 the control of the schools; (6) That Continnation
schools be arranged for on the school farms and that instruction
msthods similar o those on the File Hills farm colony be deve-
loped ; (7) That the healih interests of the pupils be guarded by
4 proper medical inspection and that the local physicians be ep-
couraged throngh the provision at each sehool of fresh air metliods
in the pare and treatinent of cases of tn berenlosis,

1. The annual ‘medieal reports from year to year made re-
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ference to the nnsatisfactory health of the pupils, while different
local medicsl officers urged greater action in view of the results of
their experience from yéar to. year. As the resull of one such re-
port the Minister instrcted the writer in 1909 to il&vest‘ig.jtte the .
health of the children in the schools of the Calgury district in a
lelter containing the following :— ’ : :
“Ag it is necossary that these residential schools should be filled with
a hgallhy tlassof pupils in order that the expenditure on Indian ednca-
tion may not be rendered entirely nugstory, it seems desimable that you
ghould po over the ssme ground as Dr. Laflerty and check “his inspee-
tion. "
Becommen These instructions were encournging aud the writer
dating gladly undertook the work of examining with Dr. 3. D,

basel upon

examiniuion |, arty the 243 children of § schools in Alberta, with

children. the following resulis :—

() Tuberculosis was present equally in children at every

. age; (b} In no instance was a child awaiting admission to school

found froe from tuberculosis ; bence it was plain that infection
wasg gob in the home primarily; (¢) The discage showed an ex-
cessive morfality in the pupils hetween five.and ten years of age ;
(d) The 10,000 children of school age demanded the rune atten-

s, tion as the thousand ¢hildren coming up each yesr and entering

“ghe schools annually.
Recommendations, made in {his report, on much the same

. lines s those made in the report of 1907, followed the exarina-

tion of the 243 children ; but owing to the active upposifion of
Mr, D. C. Scott, and his advice to the then Deputy Minister, no
action was taken by the Department to give effect to the recorn-
menc&ﬁops made. This too was in spite of the opinion of Prof.
George Adumi, Rathologist of McGill University, in reply’to a letter
of ‘the Deputy Minister asking his opinion regarding the manage-
ment and eonduet of the Indian schools. Prof. Adami had with
the writer examined the children in one of the largest schools and
+ was fuily informed as {o the aciual situation. He stated that itwas
only after the earnest solicitation of Mr. D, (1. Scott that the whole
mdaltgr of Dr. Bryee's report was prevented from becoming a mat-
ter of ovitical disenssion al the annual meeting of the National
Taberenlosis Association in 1910, of which he was then president,
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and this was only due to Mr. Scott's distinct promise that the De-
partment would take adequate action along the lines of the report.
Prof. {&dami stated in his letter to the Deputly Minister :—

It was a revelation to me to find tuberculosis prevailing to such an
extent amongst these children, and as many of them were only snffering
from the early incipient form of the disense, though practically everyone
was affected, when under care it may bearrested, I wasgreatly impressed
with the responsibility of the government in dealing with these children
....T can assure you my only motive is a great sympathy for these
children, who are the wards of the government and eannot protect them-
selves from the ravages of this disease. "'

I11. In reviewing his correspondence the writer finds a per-
sonal letter, written by him to the Minister dsted March 16th,
1911, following an official letter regarding the inaction of the De-
partment with regard to the recommendations of the report. This
letter refers to the most positive promises of Mr, D. C. Scott that

the Department would at once take steps to put the suggestions

contained in the report into effect. The leiter further says :(—

‘1t is now over § months sinee these occurrences and 1 have not
received a single communication with reference to earrying out the sug-
gestions of our report.  Am [ wrong in assuming that the vanity of Mr,
D. C. Scott, growing cut of his suecess at manipulating the mental
activities of Mr. Pedley, has led him to the fatal deception of supposing
that his cleverness will be equal to that of Prospero in calming any
storm that may blow up from a Tuberculosis Association or any where
else, since he knows that should ke fail he has through memoranda on
file placed the responsibility on Mr. Pedley and yoursell. In this parti-
cular matter, he is counting upon the ignorance and indifference of the
publie to the fate of the Indians; but with the awakening of the health
conscience of the people, we are now seeing on every hand, 1 feel certain
that serious trouble will come out of departmental inertia, and 1 am not
personally disposed to have any blame fall upon me." '

It will then be understood with what pleasure the writer
hailed the appointment- of Dr. W. A. Roche as Superintendent
General of Indian Affairs after the year’s term of the Hon. R.
Rogers, whose chief activity was the investigation of the Depuly
Minister, which led up to his retirement, Now at last he said,
* A medical minister exists who would understand the situation
ag relates to the health of the Indians.””  So an early opportunity
- was taken to set fox.'t.h in a memorandum to Dr. Roche, dated Dec,
Oth, 1912, data and statistics relating to the several hundred scat-
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teved bands on whose health the toial expenditure wus bul Bitle
more than 52 per capita, while the death rate in many of the bands
was as high ag forly per thousund. The reply scknowledging re-
ceipt of this memorandum c¢ontained the following :—

O, Roche i “There is certainly something in your suggestion
}:Qﬁfd o that should meet with every consideration, and some

time when I can find an opportunity and it -is con-
venient for you, I shall be pleased to discuss this maiter with you.”
As Dr. Roche became ill and was absent for seme monthis
nothing further was done ; bul on his retarn the wriler in a per-
sonal interview urged thal this serious medical Indian problem be
taken up in esrnesk. Tt was stated that medical seience now
knows jast what to do and what wus necessary was to pat our
knowledge into practice. Dr. Roche stoted that on his return
from the Wesb he wonld certainly trke the matterup. Since that
moinent however, t6 the present, the matter has awaited the
promised action,

The writer had done no regular nspection work since Mr. 1.
C. Scott was made Deputy minister in 1913, but had in esch year
up to 1914 prepared his medieal report, printed in the annual re-
port of the Departmeni. About this time the following letler was
received 1—

P. H. Bryce, M. D. Ottawa,
Medical Inspector, Junel7, 1914.
Immigration Branch,
Dear Bir,

In reply to your letter of the first instant, asking that the files of
the Lepartment, conlpining our medieal officers’ reports be placed at
your digposal, so that you may peruse them to enable you to furnish s
report for publication, T desire to point oul, that by the organization of
this Departient, under the Civil Service Act of 1908 you were not in-
cluded therein and since that time your whele sulary has been-a charge
againsf the Department of the Interlor. 1t is true that since then we
have gvailed ourselves of your services on a few oceasipns; butb during
the past year, 50 far s I am aware, you have not been ealled upon to do -
any, duty for the Diepartment. ' 1 may say also that Dr. Grain of Win-
nipeg, has lately been appointed 1o oversee the ‘Western schools aud
reserves and his time is fully occupied in the work, Under these cir-
pumistances, I do not think that you should be fisked 1o fumish a report

on the medical work in eonnection with Indians during the fiseal year.
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I must thank you cordially for the offer to again prepare a report for

publication, Yours sincerely, .
Duncax C, Beorr,
D.B.G.LA.
The (.ranspm'untvhypocrisy contained in this remarkable com-
munication sent, not by the Minister Dr. W, A. Roche, but by his
deputy, will be seen in the fact that from 1908, five annual reports
had been prepared by the writer, while the s'poc_inl report-on the
eight schools of the Calgary district with the recomméndations
fn!;-ui:on's already referred to had been made on the instractions
lnﬂufncc. of the Department in 1909, The other reason given,
to the effect that a certain physician, since retired for
good . cause, quile inexperienced in dealing with Indian
disease problems, had been appointed as Medical Inspector
for the Western Provinces, showed how little the Minister
cared for the solution of the tuberculosis problem. As a
matter of fact the Order in Council appointing the writer
had neither been changed nor rescinded, while the transfer
to the Interior Department of the payment of the total salary was
made in 1908 in ovder that his regolar increase of pay under the
new classification of the Civil Service Act of thal year might be
muade, :
IV, Asthe war broke ouf in 1914 and immigration was
largely suspended, an unexpected opportunity occurred through
?;‘.3%?:0‘5 the greater time at his disposal for the writer's special
spathy- knowledge and experience to be utilized in improving
the health of the Indians; but in no sirigle instance, thereafter,
were the services of the writer utilised by this medical Minister,
who in 1917 was transferred to preside over the Civil Service
Commission, and who must be held ruspoﬁéible for the neglect of
what proved Lo be a very serious situation. In 1917, the writer
prepared, st the request of the Conservation (}omr'nission, a. pam-
phlet on ™ The Congervation of the Man Power of Canada,” which
dealt with the broad problems of health which so vitally affect the
man power of a nation. The large demand for this pamphlet led
to the preparation of a similar study on “* The Conservation of the
Man Power of the Indian Population of Canada,” which had
already supplied over 2000 volunteer soldiers for the Empire. For
obvious reasons this memorandum was not published, but was
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Government. This memmorandum began by pointing out that in
1916 4,862,303 acres were included in the Indian resérvesand thay
73,716 acres were then under cultivation ; that while the total per
capita income for farm crops in that year in all Canada wes §110,
that froin the Indian reserves was 69, while it was only $0 for
Wova Scotia, It is thus obvions that from the lowest slandard of
wealth producérs the lodian population of Canatla was already a
matier of ynuch importance to the State. From the statistics given
in the " Man Power " pamphlet it was made plain that instead of
the normal increase in the lndian population being 1.5 per cenl.

f per antIn 88 given for the white population, there had heen be-

/
{
_,v

{ween 1904 and 1617 an actunl decrease in the Indian ‘population
in the age period over twenty vears of 1,630 persons whereas 8
no_rmal increase would have added 20,000 population in the 13
years, The comparisons showed that {he loss was almost wholly
due to o high death rate since, though incomplbte, the Indian birth
rate was 27 per thousand or higher than the average for the whole
white population. :

The memorandum states, “ Ag the Indian people are an un-
usnally strong native race, their children at birth are large and
sturdy, and under good sanitary conditions have a low mortality.
Thus of the 134 children born in the File Hills Farm Colony in 17
years only 34 died, while of 15 births in 1916 mly 1 died, giving
the unusually low rate of 77 per thousand within the year.”

As it was further desirable to obtain the latest returns of
deaths by age periods and cauges the writer communicated with
the Secretary of the Indian Department agking for such relurns.
In reply he received the following letter,

Denr Dr. Bryee, Ottnwa, May 7, 1918,

1 hiave your letter of the fhird instant asking for certain vital statis-
ties. 1am unable to give you the figures younsk as weare notfeceiving
any vitel statisties now, and Isst year we obtained only the totsl num-
ber of births and desths from each Agency. Thesewere not printed nnd
are nad thetefore available for distribution. The eanses of deaths have
never been noted in our tepoxts snd we have no information.

Your ohetlient s¢rvant;

- (Signed) J. D. McLean,

Asst. Deputy and Secretary.

9
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Thus after more than a hundred years of an organized De-
partment of Indian Affairs in Canada, thongh the writer had at
Entire once begun in 1904 on his appointment the regular
abseaee 0 collection of statistics of diseases and deaths from ihe
"‘f""'“' several Indian bandsg, he was officially informed thatin
a Department with 287 paid medical officers, due to the direet re-
actionary influence of the former Acconntant and present Deputy |
Minister no means exists, such as is looked upon as elemontary
in any Health Department today, by which the public or the In-
dians themselves can learn unything definite as to the actual vital
conditions amongst these wards of the nation.

A study of the 1916-17 statistics shows that in the wage earn.
ing period of life, from 21 to 65 yearz, the Indians of Alberta had
161 less population, of British Columbia 901 less, of Onlario 99
less and of Nova Scotia 399 less.  In order however to show hew
an Indian population may increase, the wrifer obtained from
Mr. W, M. Graham, at that time Superintendent of the File Hills
colony from 1901 to 1917, the complete record for this period. In
all there were 53 colonists from the neighbonring Indian schools,
starting with five in 1901, who had taken up homesteads in the
colony. Most of threm married although 15 either lefl or had died
previous to marriage, In June 1917 there were resident 38 men,

- 26 women and 106 children, or 170 colonists in all.  Thus we have

the picture of a young Indian population of 4% males who re-
mained in the colony, of whom 10 died of tuberculosis afler an
average sickness there of 2,7 years and of 20 females of \vhomS
The tamons  Gi€d and to whom had been born in all 134 chiidren.
Ee ML In 1916 the colony had 3,991 acres under cultivation
eolony. or over a hundred acres per farmer. This was one
nineteenth of the total avea enltivated by 105,000 persons in all
the Indian bands in Canada,.while 87498 bushels of grain were
grown, and 33,052 head of live stock were kept. That this varia-
tion from the normal is viewed as an) anomaly may be judged
from the following extract from the Deputy Minister's Annual Re-

port for 1917 5 The Indian population does not vary much from
vear to year. ¥ How misleading this statement is may be judged
from the fact that between 1906 and 1917 in the age periods over
20 years in every Province but two the Indians had decreased
in population by a total of 2,632 deaths.
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Naturally it is asked ; Why this decrease shonld have taken
place?  In 1906 the report of the (thief Medical Officer shows
that statisties collected from 99 local medical officers having the
care of a population of 70,000 gave 4 total of 3,169 cases of tuber-
extraorain  €ulosis or 1 cage for every seven in a total of 23,10%
ary mortal . diseases reported, and the death rates in geveral large
beroulosis  pands were 81.8, 82.6, and in a third 86.4 per thousand;
while the ordinary death rate for 115,000 in the city of Hamilton
was 10.6 in 1921. What these figures disclose has been made
more plain year by year, namely that tuberculosig, contracted in
infancy, creates diseases of the brain, joints, bones, and to a less
degree of the lungs and also that if not fatal till adolescence it
then usually 1)‘1'ogrésses rapidly to a fatal termination in consump-
tion of the lungs. ;

The smazing L he memorandum prepared by« the writer in 19018

* redueton 0f g0 e showed thal the city of Hamilton with a pepu-

tubereniosis
inHamilton. Jyion greater than the total Indian population had

reduced the death rate from tuberculosis in the same period, from

1004 to 1917, by nearly 75 per cent. having in 1916 actually only
68 deaths. The memorandum further states, " If a similar me-
thod had been' introduced amongst the bands on the health-giving
uplands of Alberta, much might have been done to prevent such
« splendid race of warriors as the Blackfeet from decreasing from
842 in 1904 to 726 in 1916, or, allowing for natural increase, sn
actnal loss of 40 per cent, since they should have nu mbered at least
1,011

V. Such then is the sitnation made known to the Hon. N, W.
Rowell, who applied to the writer in 1918 to supply him with
such factg and arguments as would support the Bill he proposed
to introduee into Parlinment for the creation of a Federal Depart-
ment of Health.

1t was with pleasure that the memorandum doaling with
Indian health mabters was given him, along with a proposed Bill
for a Department of Health, which contained nmongst its pro-
visions one for including the Indian M,edic:\l Service along with

the other Medical Federal services in the new Department. In .

the special medical committee called by Mr. Rowell to discuss the

11
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Bill, such inelnsion was of course npproved of and the clouse ap'
- peared ix the First Reading in Parliament. But something then

ggem&lnﬁg happered : What special ocenlt influenceg came into
h

dian Medical Service omitted. It has been noted that from 1913
up to the time when Dr. W. A. Roche was eliminated from the
government in 1917 to make room for 3 more hardy and subtle
representative of Unionism the activities of the Chief Medical Tu-
spector of the Indian Department, had in practice ceased § yet
now he was 1o see as the outcome of all this health legisltion for
which he had besn struggling for vears, the failure of one of
his special health dreams, which he has hoped io see realized. )

’ if the writer hgd been mnch disturbed by the incapacity or

./ inertia of a medical Minister in the matter of the Indian henlth
" e whe sitnation, he now saw that it was hopeless to expect

faigdthem .y jmprovement in it when the new Minister of
BIrany Health, who had posed as the Bayard of Social Up-

lift, the Protugonist 6f Probibition, the Champion of Oppressed
Labour, the Sir Galahad of Women’s righis, snd the prenz
Chevatier of Canadian Nationnligm, could with all the accumula-
ted facts und statistics before him condemn to further indefinite
. saffering and neglect these Wards of the Ganadinn people, whom
\,one Government after another had wade reaties with and whom
‘deputies and officials had sworn io assist and proteet.

A side light however, may serve to illumine (he beclouded
situation. With the formation of the Unionist Government the

Solicitor General, grown callons and havdened over a franchise
Bill, which disfranchisedimany thousands of his fellow native.
' born citizens, had now become Minister of the Interior. That the
{desire for power and for the control appointments shouldoverride
any higher consideration such as saving the lives of the Indians
must be inferred fiom the following statement of the Hon. A,
Meighen, Minister of the Ipterior and now Prime Minister. On

der consideration in Parlmment Page 3275 of Hansard hag the
following :—

usunal shuffle of porifolios was made and the then ‘domipaling

rab the fn- action may be imagined, when the Second Reading of
chanez, ihe Bill took place with this ¢lpuse regarding {he Tn-

- June 8th, 1920, the estimates of the Indian Departinent were un-
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Mr. D, D, McKenzie, ' T understand that frightfsl ravagesare being
made gmongst them (Indians) by tubereulosis and the conditions of life
are certainly not such us to preserve them from the ravages of that
drend disease. 1 should be pleased to know al the eatliest possible
moment if that branch of the Department was going to be transferred to
the Department of Health, "

Mr. Meighen, * The Health Depsrtment has no power to take over
the matter of the health of the Indians. I'hat is not inclnded in the
Act establishing the department. 1t was purposely Jeft out of the Act.
1 did not then think and do not think yet that it would be pmcticable
for the Henlth Department to do that work, because they would require
to duplicate the organization away in the remote regions, wheie Indian
reserves are, and there wonld be established a sort of divided control and
authority over the Indians, "

Mr. Beland, ** Is tuberculosis increasing or decreasing amongst the
Indians? "' _

Mr, Meighen, “Tam afraid T cannot give n very encouraging nn-
swer to the question. We are not convinced that it is increasing, but it
is not decreasing.

In this reply of the Minister we see fully illustrated the dom-
inating influence, stimulated by the reactionury Deputy Minister,
which prevents even the simplest effective efforts to deal with the
Red tape health problem of the Indians along modern scientific

condemns  lines. To say that confusion would arise is the equi-

peestnet  valent of saying that co-operation between persons to-
ineatin ward a desired social end is impracticable ; whereas
co-operation between Provineial and Federal Health Depart-
ments i¢ the bagis upon which real progress is being made,
while further a world peace is being made possible in a
league of once discordant nations, The Premier has frankly
snid he can give no uncc-urngiug' answer to Dr, Beland's
question, while at the same moment he condemns the Indians to
their fate by a pitiable confession of ntter official helplessness and
lack of initiative, based upon a eynical ™ non possumus. "

Thus we find & sum of only $10.000 has been annually placed
in the estimates to control tubercnlosis amongst 105,000 Indians
scaltered over Canada in over 300 bands, while the City of Ottaws,
with about the same population and having three general hospitals
spent thereon $342,860.54 in 1919 of which $33,364.70 is devoted
to tuberculous patients alone. The many difficulties of our pro-
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blem amongst the Indians have been frequently pointed ont, but
the means to cope with these have also been made plain, It can
only be said that any eruder or weaker srgaments by a Prime
Minister holding the position of regponsibility to these trealy
wards of Canada could hardly be conceived, and snch recall the
satirical jibe of Voltaire, regarding the Treaty of Shackmaxon be-
tween Wm. Penn and the Indians, which he describes as * the
only known ireaty botween sivages and Christiuns ihat was never
sworn to and never broken, "

The degree and extent of this criminal digregard for the treaty
pledges to guard the welfare'of the Indian wards of the nation
may be guiged from the facts once more brought out at the meel-
ing of the Naijonal Tuberculosis Associntion at its annual meeting
held in Ottewa on March 17th, 1922, The superintendent of the
Qu'Appelle Yanatorium, Sask., gave there the results of a special
gtudy of 1575 children of school age in which advantage was taken
of the most modern scientific methpds. Of these 175 were Indian
¢hildren, and il is.very remarkable that the fact given thai some
93 per cent. of these showed evidence of tuberculous infection
coinecides completely with the worl done by Dr. Lafferty and the
writer in the Alberts Indian sehools in 1809,

[t is indeed pitiable thal during the thirteen years since then

{his trail of disesse and death hug gone on almost unchecked by any

serious efforts on the part of the. Department of Indian Affairs,

placed by the B. N. A. Aet especially in charge of our Indian

population, and that a Provincisl Tabercalosis Commission now

 considers it to be its duty to publish the faels regarding these
children living within its own Province. \
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EPILOGUE.

Thig story should have been written years ago and then given
to the public; but in my oath of office as a Civil Servant swore that

“ without authority on that behalf, T shall not disclose or make

known any matter or thing which comes to my knowledge by
reagson of my employment as Chief Medical Inspector of Indian
Affairs.” Today I am free to speak, having been retired from the
Civil Service and go am in a position to write the sequel to the
story. It has already been stated that in 1918 and 1919 T had
snpplied to my then Minister of Tmmigration, the Hon. J. A. Cal-
der and to the then President of the Council, the Hon. N. W,
Rowell varions memoranda regarding the establishment of a
Federal Department of Health, amongst these being 2 draft of the
Bill which later became the Act establishing the Department of
Health, To my disappointment the position of Deputy Minister
of Health to which I had a right to npspire after twenty fwo years
as Chief Medical Officer of Onatrio, and fifteen years a8 Chief
Medical Officer of Immigration and Indian Affairs was given ta
another, wholly outside the Federal (ivil Service and in violation
of the principle of promotion, which waa gn pposed to prevail when
the patronage system was to be done away with. The excuge was
on the ground of my advancing years, although at that moment
the position of Auditor (Jeneral was being filled by the promotion
of one who had reached sixty-five years, while a Historian to the
Militia Department was appointed at a salary of §7.000 per yedr,
who likewise had reached just then this age,

Naturally I felt that it would be impossible to carry on and
retain my self respect as a subordinate, while performing the
duties, which T had been engnged in for fifteen years as Chief
Medical Officer and so asked that I be given other congenial work.
That my claims to the position were deemed reasonable may be
judged from the following letter addressed to my brotherthe Rey.
Professor Bryce, D,D., of Winnipeg, Writing from Victoria, B.
(., on March 9th, 1920, to myself he said, quoting from a letter
roceived from the Hon, Mr. Calder in reply to one of his own :(—
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* 1 quite sppreciste the views of your brother in reference to his
situation here, and persenally would be only teo glad to do anything I
can to help out. When tlie Public Heplih Department wis ereated, your
brother certainly had claims to the appointment as Depuly Minister.
Owing to his advanced age however, Coineil finally concluded that a
yonpger man should receive the sppointment. The government hason
several occdsions considered the question of placing your brother in
sonie other branch of the Service, and I have no doubt that this will be
arrsnged in some way or other shortly. He is now an official of the
Public Health Department; He could of course yemain there but this
apparently is not agreeable to him. As & consequence some other
arrangement, if possible must be made,

Sigoed, J, A, Calder.

My indignation at snbsequent trealment may be fmagined

when the zame Mr, Calder introch_xc&d the Agt in 1920, commonly
knowa as the Galder Act, providing for the * Retirement of Cer-
tain Members of the Civil Service, " This Act states that anyone
retired therennder shall receive 1/60 of his salary for each year of

. gervice. So it came about that on the 17th Sept, 1920, I received

notice that T was recommended for retivemnent under this Act.
The clanse of the Act guoted for my information states :—
“gection 2 (8). When it is decided to retire snyone under the pro-
visions of this Act, notice in writing giving the redsons for such yelire-
ment shall be gent to.such person, and he shall have the right to appeal
1o the Civil Servics Commission, and the Comumission, after givingsuch
person an apportunity to be heard, shall malke full report to the Gover-
nor in Couneil and the decision of the Council thereon shall be final,”

1 appealed and in my appeal stated that no reason was as-

* gigned as provided in the Act, and further that 1 was still Chief

Medical Officer in the Department of Indian Affairs 23 get out in
ihe Order in Council of 1904..

As bearing on thig point made in my appeal I find the fol-
lowing in Hansard of June S8th, 1921, The matter being dealt
’w_ith is the amendment to the Calder Act:

Mr. Fielding: But cases have been brought to my atiention of men
in advaneed years—some may think them old, T do not—being notified
of their retirement, although they are biessed with good health and
strength, both mental and physical, and are well able to diséhnrge their
duties. Howis such g marn dealt with?

;. Calder: No man will be notifiéd unless a proper officinl has
advised that his condition of life is such that in the public interest he
should be refired........v0vt
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Mr. Calder: That in the main has been the practice in the past sand
that is what the law contemplated last year. The question of age alone
was not taken into consideration,

But it was hardly to be supposed that Dr. W. A. Roche, now
Chairman of the Civil Service Commission, who during the years
1913-17 referred to had failed to utilise my services when he was
Superintendent of Indian Affairs would now consider my services
as necessary in that Department. So my protest was of no avail ;
my elimination from the Service had been decreed and I received
the following Order in Council :

Ottawa, 14th Feb., 1721.

The Committee have had before them a report, dated Feb. 1st, 1921,
from the acting Secretary of State, from the Civil Service Commission :

In accordance with the provisions of Cap. 67, 10-11 George V. “An
Act to provide for the Retirement of Certain Members of the Public
Serviee " the Civil Service has to report that Dr, P, H, Bryce of the De-
pnrhnent of Health at Ottawa was recommended by the Deputy Minis-
ter of Health for retirement ; that under Section 2 (8) of the said Act
he was given a personal hearing, which has resulted in the Civil Servi ice
Commission now recommending that his appeal be not allowed, but
that his retirement be made effective from the 1st of March, 1921. Dr.
Bryce was born on August 17th, 1853, and is consequently sixtly-seven
years of nge. e was appointed temporarily to the Service on Feb. 1st,
1904, and was made permanent on September ist, 1908, and therefore
will have been in the Service seventeen years and one month on the 1st
Mnrch 1021, the date upon which his retirement is proposed to be effec-
ive.'

So it came about that T was retired 'n March. 1921, with-
out any years being added to my term of Federal service, though
I had been brought to Ottawa as an expert after 22 years in the
Ontario Health Service, as is provided for in the Superannuation
Act of 1870. Neither did T get any gratuity on leaving the On-
tario Service after twenty-two years, the excuge being then given
that 1 was improving my position.

The irony and injustice of thiz Order in Council will be seen
whei it is stafed that a similar Order wifs passed on May 18th,
1921, retiring 231 persons from the Customs Department as being
over sixty-five years of age; but which wads recalled when the
protests of the many friends of men who were faithfully perform-
ing their duties were made. These and hundreds of other Givil
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Servants of similar age ave in different Departments still perform-
ing their dnties. .

In view, therofore, of all the fucts herein recited 1 make my
appeal for simple justice ; tbat T be permitted to cury. on my
work as Chief Medieal Oflicer of Indinn Affairs, and I believe thal
1 hiave'the righi to démand, after a thorough investigation into all
the facts of the case, that the chief obstacle, ns sot forth iu the
story, to insuring the health und prosperily of the one hundred
thousand Indians, the Waords of the nation, be removed.

Sinve the time of Bdwurd 1, the people have ever exercised
their historic vight to lay gheir patitions hefore the King and Par-
Hament, 1 now desire herein respectfully to-hring my appeal for
the Indians of Canada before the King's representative and the
Parlinment of Cannda, feeling sure that justice will be done hoth
to them and o myself. '

' P, H. BRYCE.
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